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[image: ] CurrentWelcome to the Support Site for English A: Language and Literature for the IB Diploma Programme. This Support Site, created by Brad Philpot, offers teachers
  and students support by providing access to thematic units, practice papers, student examples and discussion groups. New pages appear weekly. Subscribe for only €40 for full access to all contents for 365 days. 



	



        
    
  	    Subscribe now
        

        Log in
        

    








	



        Recently added pages






	


        
            
                
            
            HLE: Inside (Bo Burnham)
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Skills: HLE Line of inquiry
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Skills: HLE paragraphing
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Unit: Carol Ann Duffy (P1)
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Unit: The White Tiger (P2)
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Unit: Parasite (IO)
        




	



        About...






	


        
            
                
            
            Upcoming workshops
        




	


        
            
                
            
            The author
        




	


        
            
                
            
            The textbook
        






    
        
        

        
            
                

                Next
Guide and outline
            
        

    



	Guide and outline

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThis section includes a summary of the guide to English A: Language and Literature for the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme and a course outline, as used by Mr. Philpot with his classes. For a detailed understanding of the guide, see the official, copyrighted document by the IB. 
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	Learner portfolios

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThe learner portfolio is a space for you to showcase your best work, keep rough notes or reflect on classroom activities. You can build your portfolio using all kinds of tools and platforms such as MS Word, Wordpress or Evernote. The point of the portfolio is to make your learning visible. Below you can find ideas for entries to your portfolio, entry templates and even a portfolio rubric, designed by Brad Philpot for his classes. 
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	Portfolio activities 

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThroughout the Language and Literature course you will engage with a range of texts by doing many activities both in and out of the classroom. You may take notes or make mind maps. You may write a short story or annotate a short story. At some point, you have to decide what to put into your portfolio and where to put it in your portfolio. Here examples of portfolio activities for you to explore.
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	Units of inquiry

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThese units explore a range of issues, from racism to poverty, by studying different types of texts, from posters to poems. Each unit is built around a non-literary body of work or a literary work. Each unit follows a series of 6 activities that take about 18-24 lessons (of 50 minutes) to complete. The activities encourage students to engage with the anchor text or 'work' while developing skills for a form of assessment: P1, P2, the IO or the HLE. 
NOTE: This section of the site is under construction. Use the left menu to find older units of inquiry, sorted by concept. Eventually, all units will be moved here. 
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	Intro to 'lang and lit'

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentWhy study language and literature? What does it mean to 'analyse' non-literary texts and literary works? This unit serves as a good starting point for understanding the wonderful world of language and literature. 
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	10.1 Truth and perspective

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThis unit explores the concepts of truth, perspective and bias. How is public opinion influenced by fake news? How do people talk and write about 'the truth'? In what ways is truth different from fact? You will explore these questions by studying news articles, opinion pieces and poetry. In depth you'll explore the opinion pieces of Thomas L. Friedman and the poetry of Emily Dickinson. As a creative task you'll be asked to write your own fake news and as a final analytical task, you'll be asked to write a Paper-1 style analysis of either an opinion piece or a poem. This unit is intended for pre-Diploma Programme students (Grade 10). It helps develop skills that are useful for English A: Literature or English A: Language and Literature.   
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	11.1 Communication and power

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThis unit of inquiry explores how language is used to communicate power. It encourages to you explore a range of global issues through the study of several non-literary texts, such as letters, magazine covers and photographs. The activities draw on questions from the areas of exploration and develop your understanding of the 7 concepts from this course (perspective, culture, communication, creativity, transformation, representation and identity). You'll develop skills that are especially useful for Paper 1 (SL/HL) and the individual oral (HL only). See the 1. Unit planner below and the three worksheets that go with it. This unit is intended as the first unit of the first year of the Diploma Programme (Grade 11).
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	11.2 Beauty and perspective

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThis unit of inquiry explores how language is used to shape and challenge social constructs of 'beauty'. Through the study of a novel (The Bluest Eye), an advertising campaign (Dove Campaign for Real Beauty) and a collection of poems (by Grace Nichols), you are encouraged to explore a range of global issues related to social constructs of beauty. Furthermore, you are encouraged to use these texts to make connections to the areas of exploration and concepts from this course. Specifically, you'll work toward a mock individual oral. See 2. Unit planner below and the worksheets that go with it. 
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	11.3 Identity and growing up

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentHow does experience shape one's sense of identity? In this unit you will explore a graphic novel, Persepolis, and compare it to a (graphic) novel in preparation for a practice Paper 2. The literary works all depict young individuals growing up and finding their sense of identity, despite adverse circumstances. The activities draw on questions from the areas of exploration and develop your understanding of the 7 concepts from this course (perspective, culture, communication, creativity, transformation, representation and identity). You'll develop skills that are especially useful for Paper 2 (SL/HL). See the 3. Unit planner below and the two worksheets that go with it. 
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	11.4 Transformation and the planet

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThis unit of inquiry explores how people communicate about the environment, climate change and politics. It encourages you to explore a range global issues through a study of print ads and speeches. The activities draw on questions from the areas of exploration and develop your understanding of the 7 concepts from this course, with a focus on the concept 'communication'. You'll develop skills that are especially useful for a mock Paper 1. See the unit planner below and the worksheets that go with it.
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	12.1 Culture and wellbeing

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThis unit of inquiry explores how people's mental health is affected by the technologies, political polarisation and the global pandemic. It encourages you to explore a range global issues through a study of three works: Bo Burnham's special Inside and poetry by Sylvia Plath. The activities draw on questions from the areas of exploration and develop your understanding of the 7 concepts from this course, with a focus on the concept 'culture'. You'll develop skills that are especially useful for a mock Individual Oral. See the unit planner below and the worksheets that go with it.
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	Masculinity

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentHow is language used to create social constructs on masculinity? How is language used to challenge these social constructs? This unit encourages to you explore a range of global issues related to masculinity through the study of literary and non-literary texts, such as poems, lyrics and speeches. Furthermore, you are encouraged to use these texts to make connections to the areas of exploration and concepts from this course, while developing the skills that are useful for Paper 1, the HL Essay and the individual oral. 
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	Femininity

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentWhat does it mean to be a 'girl', a 'lady', a 'wife' or a 'woman'? How are female gender roles constructed and challenged by the media? This unit explores femininity through a range of texts and activities. 
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	Text types

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentEvery non-literary text or literary work that you study is an example of a text type, which follows or breaks the conventions of its text type to some extent. In preparation for assessment, it helps to understand the conventions of various text types, so that you can evaluate writers' choices of style and structure. The pages of this Support Site provide you with points of reference for developing an understanding of a range of text types. 
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	Texts and works

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentAre you looking for a good non-literary body of work for an individual oral? Are you studying a literary work in class and looking for materials? Are you seeking to understand a particular text type? Are you looking for a carefully curated collection of texts on a particular global issue? You've come to the right place. This section offers a range of texts and works with ideas on how to engage with them.
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	BOWs

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentHalf of the Language and Literature course is devoted to the study of non-literary texts, such as advertisements, posters, comic strips and websites. You may study a few non-literary texts as 'one offs', especially in preparation for Paper 1. For the individual oral and the HL Essay, however, you are encouraged to explore non-literary bodies of work (BOWs). A body of work is a collection of non-literary texts with a common sense of authorship and text type. Here are several of BOWs which may help you explore a global issue or topic of interest. 
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	Literary works

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentHere are resources for some of the literary works that have been explored in Mr Philpot's classes before. They include discussion questions and activities that scaffold exam skills.
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	Curated collections

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThis section includes several curious collections of texts. While these may not meet the IB's criteria for literary works or bodies of works, they are interesting to explore. These collections of 'one offs' may help you prepare for Paper 1. They may give you inspiration for an HL Essay. You may find a poem that points you toward a collection of poetry that you study for an individual oral. In brief, this section brings together a range of texts on interesting topics. 
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	Paper 1

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentPaper 1 is an unseen, externally assessed exam. At standard level (SL) you have 1 hour and 15 minutes to write an analysis on 1 of the 2 unseen, non-literary texts. At higher level (HL) you have 2 hours and 15 minutes write 2 separate analyses, one on each of the 2 stimulus texts. At both HL and SL, each text is accompanied by a 'guiding question' which asks you to explore both a stylistic feature and theme of the stimulus text. This guiding question forms the main thrust of your analysis. At SL and HL, Paper 1 counts toward 35% of your final grade. This section of the Support Site offers you examples of (marked) student work, skills and practice activities, and general guidance. 
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	P1 Examples

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThe following pages include examples of student 'scripts', many of which were written by students under exam conditions. They have been marked according to the assessment criteria by an experienced examiner. Study these examples to gain a better sense of what is expected from you. 



	



        Comics and graphic novels






	


        
            
                
            
            Bechdel Test
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Refugee Land
        




	


        
            
                
            
            First Dog (Nov 2022)
        




	



        Infographics






	


        
            
                
            
            Humor at Work (Nov 21)
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Physical activity (May 21)
        




	



        Personal letters






	


        
            
                
            
            Letter to Daniel
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Helen Keller letter
        




	


        
            
                
            
            It will be sunny one day
        




	



        Magazine covers






	


        
            
                
            
            VOTE
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Keep things as they are
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Men's Health
        




	



        Opinion piece






	


        
            
                
            
            The Pitchforks are Coming
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Society is Dead
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Cauliflower (Nov 2022)
        




	



        Print ads






	


        
            
                
            
            MLK and Manson
        




	


        
            
                
            
            McD's ad
        




	


        
            
                
            
            We are nurses
        




	


        
            
                
            
            Diet ad
        




	



        Websites






	


        
            
                
            
            Tony's Chocolonely
        




	


        
            
                
            
            AirBnB
        




	


        
            
                
            
            BLM site
        




	



        Speeches






	


        
            
                
            
            Their time is up
        






    
        
            
                

                Previous
Paper 1
            
        

        
            
                

                Next
P1 Skills
            
        

    



	P1 Skills

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentTo prepare for Paper 1, you will need to practice effectively and frequently. The following pages provide you with several skill-building activities that you can do as a class, with classmates or individually in preparation for your Paper 1 exam. 
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	P1 Practice papers

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentPractice makes perfect! Paper 1 requires a level of skill that is best acquired through a lot of practice and meaningful feedback. Below are the instructions for Paper (at SL and HL) and several practice Paper 1 stimulus texts for you to choose from.
  You can mix and match them to make your own Paper 1. You can take a mock exams on your own time, using a text-editing software, or under timed exam conditions, writing by hand. 
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	Paper 2

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentPaper 2 is an externally assessed, comparative essay on two works of literature and 1 of 4 unseen essay questions. Both higher and standard level students of the Language and Literature course and the Literature course receive the same 4 essay questions and have 1 hour and 45 minutes to write their essay. At SL, Paper 2 counts toward 35% of your final grade. At higher level, Paper 2 counts toward 25% of your final grade. The assessment criteria are the same at SL and HL. This section offers you examples of (marked) student scripts, skills and practice activities, practice papers and guidance. 
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	P2 Examples

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThe following pages include examples of student 'scripts', many of which were written by students under exam conditions. They have been marked according to the assessment criteria by an experienced examiner. Study these examples to gain a better sense of what is expected from you. 
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	P2 Skills

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentPaper 2 may be one of the most challenging forms of assessment in the Language and Literature course. Even though the exam questions are unknown, you needn't go to the exam room unprepared. There is a lot that you can do to prepare for this exam. These skill-building activities help you prepare for your Paper 2 exam. 
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[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentHere are several practice Paper 2s for you to use in class, at home or under exam conditions. Each practice paper consists of essay 4 questions. Essay questions are generally are about literary  themes (what writers write), techniques (how writers write), purpose (why writers write) and context (when and where writer write and how readers read). 
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[image: ] CurrentAs the title suggest, the HL Essay is only for higher level students. It is a 1,200-1,500-word essay on a literary work or non-literary body of work, which has not been used for another form of assessment. The essay must explore a 'line of inquiry' of choice. The line of inquiry may explore one or more of the seven concepts from this course. 20 Marks are available for this component of assessment (5 marks x 4 criteria) for 20% of the student's final grade. 
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[image: ] CurrentThe following pages include examples of HL essays. They have been marked according to the assessment criteria by an experienced examiner. Study these examples to gain a better sense of what is expected from you. 
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	HLE Skills

[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentWhat kinds of skills are needed to write a good HL Essay? Many of the skills that you have learned for your Paper 1 and Paper 2 are also relevant for the HL Essay. You will need to have a strong thesis statement, coherent paragraphs and relevant examples from primary texts. But it's important to design a good line of inquiry, conduct research and cite sources. The following pages help you develop these skills and more. 
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[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThe individual oral (IO) is a 10-minute presentation on 1 literary and 1 non-literary text and a global issue, followed by a 5 minute discussion between the student and the teacher. Students speak for 5 minutes on each (extract from a) text, showing how the author of each text explores a global issue. Students select the texts and the global issue and prepare a one-page outline of no more than 10 bullet points. During the exam with their teacher, students must bring the outline and unannotated copies of the extracts. Students must notify teachers of their choices of texts and issues at least one week before the exam. The IO is internally assessed by students' teachers, using the assessment criteria. At SL the IO counts toward 30% of your final grade. At HL the IO counts toward 20% of your final grade. This section offers you (marked) examples of student performances, skills and practice activities and guidance. 
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[image: ] CurrentThe following pages include recordings of example individual orals (IOs). They have been marked according to the assessment criteria by an experienced examiner. Study these examples to gain a better sense of what is expected from you.
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	IO Skills
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[image: ] CurrentThe individual oral is a performance. As with any performance, there are many skills that contribute to a good performance. What do you need to work on before your individual oral is ready to perform? These pages offer you activities to help you develop your skills for the individual oral.  
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[image: ] Not published to students
[image: ] CurrentThis collaborative space is available to teachers and students. The forum is good place to ask your questions to the 'hive mind'. The resource exchange is a good place to create folders and share documents. Please use these tools wisely. Please treat everyone with respect and keep comments constructive. 
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[image: ] CurrentUpcoming online workshops for teachers of English A: Language and Literature by Brad Philpot.
Teachers can attend a live online workshop or purchase access to the recordings of a past workshop. 
For a tailored face-to-face or online workshop to your (school's) specific wishes, please send an email to brad@philpot.education for a quote and availability.
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