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Visual Arts EE – Klee – RPPF 

This	is	not	an	official	Reflections on Planning and Progress Form (RPPF). It has been 
created for discussion, as a sample of what students and supervisors might write. You 
can assess it according to Criterion E: Engagement. It accompanies an example essay 
from the Philpot Education Support Site.	
	

	

RPPF Candidate’s comments 

First 
reflection 

Children’s art is not well known as a source of inspiration for artists, since it 
is often not seen as art. However the CoBrA artists recognized the unique 
aspects of children’s art. I know that they used it as a source inspiration for 
their own work, because I learned about this during a visit to the CoBrA 
Museum in Amstelveen. In this light, I wonder how children’s art inspired 
the CoBrA artists. I also have an aunt who is a child psychologist, and I 
know that she uses children’s drawings as a means of getting to know her 
patients. I wonder what she would think of these works of art by, Noiret, 
Appel and Corneille. I have spoken with my supervisor, who is my visual 
arts teacher. She has suggested that I go to the CoBrA Museum again, visit 
the Stedelijk Museum as well, do some simple online research, and try to 
formulate a good research question for the next session. (161 words) 

Interim 
reflection 

I have narrowed down my research question, with the help of my 
supervisor. At first I wanted to study CoBrA works as a backlash to the 
WWII, inspired by Paul Klee and his view of WWI. I wanted to do a pyscho-
analysis of their works of art, as a modern-day psychologist would analyse 
children’s drawings. My supervisor’s advice, to ‘keep it simple’, led me to 
focus more on the works of one artist, Paul Klee. She also told me that 
there’s a special exhibition going on there now on his work specifically. I’ve 
already seen some of his works online through a simple Google search, and 
I’m fascinated by his use of simple abstractions, light and colour. I’m going 
to focus on the exact aspects of children’s art that inspired him, such as the 
importance of memory, imagination and life, and show how his art inspired 
other artists during the CoBrA movement. My aunt has helped me acquire 
some typical drawings made by children, and we’ve had conversations 
about what typifies children’s style. I will go back to the CoBrA Museum to 
find evidence of this style in Klee’s artwork this weekend. (192 words) 

Final 
reflection 
(viva voce) 

After I visited the Paul Klee exhibition in Amstelveen, the essay seemed to 
write itself. It was difficult to narrow down my research to a few paintings, 
because there were so many great ones. At first I went a little overboard on 
Klee, and my supervisor reminded me to connect him to later CoBrA artists. 
I found that it was easy to comment on Karel Appel though, because it’s so 
easy to see how he was inspired by Klee, and how Klee was inspired by 
children’s art. I also found it easier to write the essay once I knew that I 
would focus on certain aspects of children’s art that were typical of their 
drawings, such as spontaneity, freedom, colours, style and angles. Once I 
broke down my EE into smaller chunks of research and writing, I found it 
easier to write. (142 words) 
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Supervisor’s comments 

I think ----- did a great job on her extended essay. At first I had to steer her in the right 
direction. I was worried that after she talked to her aunt about children’s art, that this 
essay would turn into an essay on child psychology. I knew she had been to the CoBrA 
Museum. In class we had talked about the CoBrA movement and Karel Appel. I could tell 
she was enthusiastic, but her understanding of the era was rather simplistic and 
reductive at first. I’m happy she went back to the museum again and found the Paul Klee 
exhibition so useful for her essay. Her knowledge and understanding of how children’s 
art inspired Paul Klee grew through discussion and research. Inserting a few works of art 
into her essay helped her keep focused. In the end I felt she was consistently relevant in 
answering her research question. It was a pleasure working with her.  


